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CWAM BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

Wednesday, May 22nd, 2019 / Gillette, WY 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jessica Brunecky*, Caitlin Rumery*, Alexis Grieve*, Rebecca Hunt*, Sarah 

Saxe, Karen Dropps, Bethany Williams, Stefani Pendergast, Carissa Kepner, Robert Henning 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  John Woodward,  

 

 

TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Jessica Brunecky at 5:26pm.  Roll call and greetings. 

 

 

DISCUSSION OF MINUTES: 

Minutes from the March 2019 board meeting in Lakewood, CO are attached.  Please review them. Motion to 

approve by Rebecca Hunt. Seconded by Karen Dropps.  

 

 

REPORTS: 

 

 

PRESIDENT: Katy Lewis reported: Nothing to report. – See Business Lunch Mtg. 

 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Jessica Brunecky reported: She is facilitating the meeting for Katy Lewis who is unable to 

attend the annual meeting this year. 

 

 

SECRETARY:  Alexis Grieve reported: Nothing to report. 

 

 

TREASURER:  Caitlin Rumery reported: Caitlin is still waiting for reports to roll in from the annual meeting.  

Right now the membership expenditure looks high, but it was reimbursed.  We will have incurred website costs 

which include the beefed up security.  The vendor registration fees included the booth and meals for one person. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM LEADER:  Katy Lewis reported:  

 

HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST: Ronda Frazier reported:  

 

NOMINATIONS: Katy Lewis reported: Katy wants us to review the ballots for the elections during the business 

lunch. 
  

DPLA LIAISON: Britt Scholnick reported: Ingests are going well! We recently added new collections to 

the DPLA.  With these additions we have new contributing partners: the Wyoming State Library, the Park County 

Archives in Cody, Colorado State University-Pueblo Library, and the Colorado Mesa University, Tomlinson 

Library. Read below to learn about these collections: 

https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/digital-colorado/plains-to-peaks/new-wyoming-collections-added-to-the-

digital-public-library-of-america/  

 

The next ingest with DPLA is in late July.  If you would like to become a partner and/or have questions about 

sharing your collection with DPLA, just let me know.  Existing partners will be getting a friendly reminder email in 

June.  

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: Heather Thorwald reported:  

 

https://dp.la/search?partner=%22Plains%20to%20Peaks%20Collective%22
https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/digital-colorado/plains-to-peaks/new-wyoming-collections-added-to-the-digital-public-library-of-america/
https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/digital-colorado/plains-to-peaks/new-wyoming-collections-added-to-the-digital-public-library-of-america/
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ANNUAL MEETING TEAM LEADER REPORT: Karen Dropps reported:        

Annual Meeting 2019: Gillette: There will be 2 drink tickets which accompany the progressive dinner.  One of the 

tours has been cancelled due to bad weather, but so far the others are still in session.  We have had a total of 75-80 

people for full registration, many are just single day attendees.  We will need some room moderators for sessions, if 

we have any volunteers for that. 

The keynote speaker will be attended by most, plus there were 10 keynote only tickets purchased.  

  

Annual Meeting 2020: Alamosa: Nothing to discuss. 

 

Annual Meeting 2021: Colorado Springs: Nothing to discuss. 

 

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS: Robert Henning reported: Rusty Bills from VIPS will speak briefly at our business 

luncheon.  

 

SCHOLARSHIPS: Carissa Kepner reported: 3 people have cancelled. 

 

VENDORS AND SPONSORSHIPS: Karen Dropps reported: Only three vendors cancelled, which is great 

considering the weather and location. 

 

AUCTION CHAIR: Carissa Kepner reported: We will not include the Argentinian trip voucher, which seems like a 

scam. 

 

 

SERVICES TEAM LEADER: Rebecca hunt reported: See reports below. 

 

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING: Tara Templeman reported: Nothing to report. 
 

EMK (CO/WY): Sarah Saxe reported: Konnie Cronk, curator of the Laramie Plains Museum in Laramie Wyoming, 

extended her EMK loan through April, returning the kit to Sarah Saxe in early May. She put together a short 

explanation of how and why she used the devices for Sarah and Stefani Pendergast to read during their CWAM 

session on environmental monitoring. She had no suggestions for improvement on the usability of the devices or the 

EMK loan program as a whole. 

 

CWAM GRANTS: Anne Amati reported: Nothing to report. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS CHAIR: Rebecca Hunt reported: See reports below. 

 

RESOURCE GUIDE: Isabel Tovar reported: Nothing to report. 

 

CWAM PEER ASSESSOR PROGRAM: Sarah Saxe reported: Veronica Rascona, curator of the Broomfield 

Depot Museum, contacted CWAM to arrange for a peer assessment specifically regarding integrated pest 

management. Peer assessor Christie Cain has extensive knowledge of IPM and was therefore asked and agreed to 

perform the site assessment. Christie and Veronica arranged for a site visit April 26, with a final report due the end 

of May. Both Veronica and Christie agreed to the $200 flat rate fee recently implemented by the CWAM board 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TEAM LEADER: OPEN 

 

COLORADO & WYOMING WORKSHOPS: Bethany Williams reported: Bethany has not gotten a lot of 

mentoring questions, however, after tonight’s meet-up people may want to proceed with workshops, mentoring and 

other networking. 

 

ACADEMIC LIAISON: Valerie Maiers reported: If anyone has suggestions to improve the CWAM Annual 

Meeting Survival Guide, please pass them on to Val. 

 

NETWORKING FACILITATOR: Bethany Williams reported: Networking meet-up tonight after board meeting. 



Gillette, WY   May 22nd, 2019 CWAM Board meeting  Page 6 of 7 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM LEADER:  Karyn Bocko reported: See below. 

 

WEBSITE CHAIR: Karyn Bocko reported: Web designer Margaret and I are still finessing, but here is the updated 

website for you to review (the URL will update to ours after launch): https://websitesforgood.com/CWAM/ 
 
As a reminder, this is an update/refresh to make sure our site is secure while also modernizing the design a bit. 

There can be a larger site redesign in the future when needed. 

 

 

E-BLAST EDITOR: Britt Scholnick reported:  

 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA/MARKETING: Karyn Bocko reported:  

 

 

ADVOCACY TEAM LEADER: Jessica Brunecky reported: See below. 

 

COLORADO STATE REP: Stefani Pendergast reported:  

State news 

• Economy and employment 

o The real estate market in metropolitan areas is showing signs of slowing: while the average home 

price in Denver reached an all-time high in April ($553,371 for a single family home, according to 

Denver Metro Association of Realtors), the number of home sales dropped by 7% as supply grows 

due to new home construction, and as buyers’ wages fail to keep up with home prices. This latter 

issue is on par with country-wide wage trends. 

o The unemployment rate in April dipped slightly to 3.4%, as employers added 10,000+ jobs to the 

economy. Income growth is overall the 4th best in the country (it rose to 5.4% in April, which was 

the highest growth of any state at that time), yet it is overall failing to keep up with rising costs of 

living. 

• Weather and climate 

o El Nino, massive snowstorms in February and a bomb cyclone in March brought the snowpack to 

122% of average, and have contributed to the end of the massive drought that gripped CO last 

year. As of April 25, just 1% of the state was still in a drought (although 50% of the state was still 

considered “abnormally dry” at this time as well).  

• Politics 

https://websitesforgood.com/CWAM/
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o The state legislative session ended on May 3. This past session was considered to be a highly 

transformative one under the Democrat-controlled legislature, with numerous reforms related to 

energy and climate, education, healthcare, economy, and civil and human rights. 

o In addition to former Governor John Hickenlooper, Senator Michael Bennet has declared his 

candidacy for President. 

Museums-related news 

• Paleontologists from the Denver Museum of Nature and Science were recently called to investigate some 

recently unearthed fossils at a construction site in Highlands Ranch. As of this writing (5/19), there were no 

further details about the find. 

• The Glenwood Springs Historical Society is seeking a $5000 grant from the Garfield County discretionary 

grant fund for the Frontier Museum for structural repairs. A roof leak was recently found that threatens a 

collection of 6000 photographs, and only a third have been digitized. 

• The amusement park Elitch Gardens recently partnered with Meow Wolf to open a ride called 

Kaleidescape, which is described as an “art-focused ride.” Meow Wolf Denver is scheduled to open in 

2020 (the original Meow Wolf opened in Santa Fe in 2008). 

• The US Olympic Museum and Hall of Fame in on schedule to open in Spring 2020 in Colorado Springs. It 

was also recently announced that the museum will house the scoreboard from the “Miracle on Ice” 

scoreboard from the 1980 Lake Placid Winter Olympics in which Team USA beat the Soviet Union 4-3. 

• “Adventure Forest” at the Children’s Museum of Denver at Marsico Campus is now open. 

 

WYOMING STATE REP:  John Woodward reported: Nothing to report. 

 

COLORADO LEGISLATIVE AND TOURISM CHAIR: OPEN 

 

WYOMING LEGISLATIVE AND TOURISM CHAIR: Jeremy Johnston reported: Nothing to report 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Motion to adjourn by Rebecca, seconded by Carrissa 

 

 

ADJOURN:   The meeting adjourned at 5:55pm. 


