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Dr. Lee Francis IV (Pueblo of Laguna) is the CEO and Managing Editor of Native 
Realities Press, and its subsidiary INC Comics, which publishes Native and Indigenous 
stories for ages 0-24, including comic books, graphic novels, history texts, games and 
toys.  Founded in 2015, Native Realities has seven publications to date with ten more 
scheduled for the Spring 2017.  

He is also the National Director of Wordcraft Circle of Native Writers and Storytellers, 
a 20-year old organization dedicated to promoting the work and words of Native and 
Indigenous people throughout the world.  He has served in this position for the past 
twelve years since the passing of Wordcraft Founder, Lee Francis III, in 2003.  During 
his time, Dr. Francis has supported and mentored more than a hundred writers and 
storytellers,  conducted dozens of school-based workshops, and promoted thousands 
of written works by Native writers and storytellers. 

Dr. Francis is an award winning performance poet and slam champion.  He was a part 
of the 2006 Albuquerque City Slam Team and the 2008 College National Champion 
Slam Team.  He served as the coach for the 2008 Albuquerque City Slam Team.  He has 
been performing for more than thirty years and has been active in the Albuquerque 
theater scene for more than a decade after spending a year touring the United States 
as part of the Repertory Theater of America.  He is also a highly regarded storyteller 
and has performed stories at numerous venues around the U.S. 

As a writer and poet, Dr. Francis has been published in numerous journals and 
anthologies, most recently the Yellow Medicine Review.  He has published three 
chapbooks since 2005 and is in negotiations to publish his first full-length manuscript 
of poetry in 2016. 

In 2014, he received his Ph.D. in Education from Texas State University (San Marcos) 
with a focus on Indigenous education systems and decolonization.  He has been 
published in several peer-reviewed, academic journals over the past two years and 
will serve as the Co-editor for the Journal of International Qualitative Studies in 
Education in 2017.  As an evaluator, Dr. Francis specializes in Indigenous evaluation 
methods and has been contracted by numerous local and national Native/Indigenous 
organizations to conduct system and program evaluations. 

Dr. Francis lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico with his wife, son, and dog.


